464               HANNIBAL HONORS GRACCHUS.

brave, generous, intelligent. After Marcellus, he first ob-
tained successes over Hannibal. His legionaries, largely
slaves manumitted after the battle of Beneventum, feigning
to consider themselves bound personally to him, and there-
fore released from service by his death, dispersed. I/ucania

Scene of Hannibal's March to Capua.

was for the moment disgarnished of troops, and the road to
Capua made more easy to Hannibal, when M. Centenius, a
sort of soldier of fortune, of great personal strength and
courage, but of no capacity whatever, was given command,
and raised sixteen thousand men for the defense of the prov-
ince.

It seems to be commonly accepted by the historians from
whom Livy quotes that the body of Gracchus, on being sent
to Hannibal, received distinguished burial rites. Livy leans
to belief in this fact, and frankly admits the honors paid by
Hannibal to his other fallen foes.

The consuls approached Capua. They entered the plains
and sent out small parties to harvest the half-ripe wheat.
The Capuans sallied out and waylaid these parties, IB con-g was enabled to bear a hand in
